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the India Office on one side of Downing Street can
do without remark, and with universal assent, what
it would be thought "unsound" and extravagant to
propose that the other side should do. The
present India Office inherits this independence
from the old Board of the Company, which, being
mercantile and business-like, used to lend its own
money on the Stock Exchange as it pleased; the
Council of India, j.ts successor, retains the power.
Nothing can be better than that it should be
allowed to do as it likes; but the mixing up the
account of a body which has such a power, and
which draws money from India, with that of the
Home Government clearly prevents the general
public from being able to draw inferences as to the
course of the combined account from its knowledge
of home finance only. The account of "public
deposits*' in the Bank return includes other
accounts too, as the Savings Bank balance, the
Chancery Funds account, and others; and in con-
sequence, till lately the public had but little know-
ledge of the real changes of the account of our
Government, properly so called. But Mr. Lowe
'fas' lately given us a weekly account, and from*
this, and not from the Bank account, we are
able to form a judgment This account and
the return of the Bank of England, it is true,
unhappily appear on different days; but except
for that accident our knowledge would be